2. SYNTACTIC OUTLINE 

2 . 1 Transitivity 

Narinjari as described by T is an ergative language. 

Nouns take the suffix -il in the ergative case when subject 

of a transitive verb, and are unsuf fixed in the nominative 

case when subject of an intransitive verb, or object. Thus 

in 

kotrnil mempur inangk natp the man hit his wife 

man hit his(?) spouse 

ikay ko:rn purntur Jesus angk this man came to Jesus 
this man came to Jesus (BT John 3:2) 

ko;rnil is ergative while ko:rn and na;p are nominative 
(although the case and role of inangk preceding natp are 
not clear.) T's terminology is in any case different: he 
calls ergatives causatives and interprets transitive verbs 
as passive verbs, so that a sentence such as ko:rnil mempur 
inangk natp is glossed as "his wife was hit by the man". 

In K's speech there is no trace whatsoever of an 
ergative suffix on nouns. The subject is unsuf fixed in 
both transitive and intransitive sentences: 

pingkunelitj nangi the sun is setting 

he falls sun 

klalunelitj nangi the sun is warming 

he warms sun (the rocks) 



kringunelitj poili 
he grows child 

yayunelitj po;li 
he eats child 



the child is growing up 



the child is eating 



Unfortunately, K never utters a decipherable sentence 
which contains both a noun subject and a noun object, so 
that his syntax is never put to the test of distinguishing 
between the two. His sentences on record either omit 
subject or object (as in the two transitive sentences above) 
or contain pronouns (which generally do show case distinc- 
tions) . The available evidence suggests that K does not 
formally distinguish object from subject any more than he 
distinguishes ergative subject from nominative subject: 



yrangkunelitj ke:ni 
he burns fire (subj.) 

krawunelitj ke:ni 
he buries fire (obj . ) 

a;rika;r tjampukatr 
those sheep (plu.) 

mripunela;r tjampukatr 
they cut sheep (plu.) 

yrongumi : lunelit j kecli 
he barks dog (subj.) 

nakunelitj ket li 

he sees dog (obj . ) 



the fire is burning 



he (someone) is burying 
the fire 

those sheep, those are 
sheep 

they are shearing the 
sheep 

the dog is barking 



he (someone) can see 
the dog 



2.2 The Role of Pronouns 

Narinjari is by now famous among Australian linguists 
as a result of Capell's typological remarks on its pronouns 
(1956, pp. 32-34). T lists most personal pronouns in two 
forms, one of which occurs at the beginning of a sentence, 
the other within a sentence. There is no simple rule for 
deriving one of these forms from the other, but many pron- 
ouns have an initial consonant when sentence-initial, but 
lose the consonant when sentence-medial: 



kitji nakur 
he saw 



he saw ... (BT John 19:35) 



but 

ya:rnun itji . . . 
says he 

wanj itji yarnun 
then he says 



he says 
7:29) 



. (BT Matthew 



then he says . . . (BT 
John 19:27) 



nga:pi tarntur mantalt 
I slept in wurley 

nga:pi ya : rnun . . . 
I say 



I slept in the wurley 
(TG) 



I say 
6:25) 



. (BT Matthew 



but 

pingkun ajo I f a n ( TG) 
fall I 

i*ay a£ ya : rnun . . . this I say ... (BT 

this I say Matthew 5:22) 

noway ap elun Jew I am not a Jew (BT 

not I am Jew John 18:35) 



2.3 The Verb Phrase 

In K's speech there are two common structural forms 
of the verb phrase: one is an unsuf fixed verb root, as for 
example in simple commands, the other is verb root followed 
by a suffix marking tense or aspect followed by other suff- 
ixes of which the most common is a pronominal subject suffix. 
Four particular structures are well attested in K's speech: 

Simple Command 



wrathul 
wait 

lun ya:rn 
thus say 



wait! 



talk thus, say it this way! 



ay , nak 
hey see 

marnt yay 
steady eat 



hey, look! 



eat steadily, eat (it) slowly! 



Declarative Verb with First Person Singular Subject 



wrathulunelap 
wait-pres . -el- 1 



I am waiting 



ya:rnunelap 
say-pres . -el- I 

nakunelap 
see-pres . -el-I 

nakanielap 
see-fut.-el-I 



I am talking 



I see, am looking 



I will see 



Declarative Verb with Third Person Singular Subject 



wrathulunelitj 
wait-pres . -el-he 

kringunelitj 
grow-pres . -el-he 

nakunelitj 
see-pres . -el-he 

yompunelitj 
suck-pres . -el-he 



he (she) is waiting 

he ( she ) is growing ( intrans- 
itive) 

he (she) sees, is looking 

he (she) is sucking, licking 



Declarative Verb with Third Person Plural Subject 



nga : rntunela : r 
f ly-pres . -el- they 

kringunela:r 
grow-pres . -el- they 

yompunela:r 
suck-pres . -el- they 

mripunelatr 
cut-pres . -el-they 



they're flying 



they 1 re growing (intransitive) 



they're sucking, licking 



they're cutting, shearing 



3.5 Personal Pronouns 

Personal pronouns distinguish three persons and 
three numbers. (But the dual is poorly attested in K's 
speech.) Each pronoun has both a free form and a bound 
form (see 2.2). T's nominative forms (ignoring vowel 
length) are 





1st Person 
free/bound 


2nd Person 
free/bound 


3rd Person 
free/bound 


Singular 


ngapi/-api 


nginti/-inti 


kitji/-itji 


Dual 


ngel/-angel 


ngurl/-ungurl 


kengk/-engk 


Plural 


ngurn/-arn 


nguni/-ungun 


kar/-ar 



K's corresponding forms are 



Singular 

Dual 

Plural 



1st Person 
free/bound 

nga;pi/ -ap 
nge:li/ ? 



2nd Person 
free/bound 

nginti/ - inti 
ngum /-um 

1/1 



3rd Person 
free/bound 



itji 
ltjikay 

1/1 

a:r 



/-it; 



ngutniZ-ungun ^ ika . r /-^lL 
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